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Emerging into the champaign.
Where they camped in an open plain                                   6,11 o
Beside the River Rochetaillee,
Despite the circumcised array
Who had gathered in such mighty force
That one who saw the vast concourse
And gazed upon it with his eyes.
Striving to estimate its size.
Judged them three hundred thousand strong
And thought his judgment not far wrong.
While our host Christian numbered then
Only a hundred thousand men.                                          6,120
Beside the River Rochetaillee
The Lord's own faithful army lay.
'Twas Thursday 17 when their camp they made             Sept. 5
And all day Friday there they stayed.                            Sept. 6
RICHARD  DISPOSES   HIS  TROOPS   FOR   BATTLE
On Saturday,18 when it was dawn,                                    Sept. 7
Ye had seen each and every one
Make ready to defend his head;
For to them plainly had been said
That till in battle they had met
These dogs, no farther they could get.                                6,130
The foe, in many an ordered band,
Drew nigh the host on every hand,
And, seeing this, the Christian host
Against them in such wise disposed
Itself that naught had to be changed
Nor any squadrons rearranged.
Richard, the king of England, who
So well the art of warfare knew,
Ordered in his way who should man
The rear guard, who should take the van.                           6^40
17 The Itinerarium gives the date: Thursday before the Nativity of the Virgin, i. e.,
September 5.
18 The Itinerarium gives the date: Saturday the eve of the Nativity, i. e., September 7.